Minutes of the monthly meeting (March 2025) of Brawdy Community Council held remotely on Monday 7th April 2025.
2025/45.
1. Present. Cllr Mrs A Loch, Cllr W Lawrence, Cllr D E Jones, Cllr M Carter, Cllr J Tierney, Cllr P Keeling and Sean O'Connor Clerk.
2. Apologies. None.
3. The clerk confirmed that the minutes of the February 2025 meeting had been properly proposed and seconded and added to the BCC website.
4. Declarations of Interest. Cllr D E Jones declared a personal interest in item 5a.
Cllr Keeling declared a personal interest in item 5g. Cllr Carter advised that he would not comment as a county councillor or community councillor on item 5g, but would comment as a local business owner if asked to speak.
5a. Cllr Loch advised that she had not heard anything from County Hall since the last meeting regarding the footpaths and bridleways.As far as she was aware no further signs had been erected. Cllr Carter advised that Sean Tilling from PCC has been in touch, to advise that a meeting is being arranged at Troed Y Rhiw with the landowner to discuss the alteration of the footpath on his land.
5b. Cllr Tierney confirmed that the treatment to the village benches had been completed 
5c. Cllr Keeling advised that the windows for the bus shelter at Trefgarn Owen were made and ready for fitting. He was awaiting on the availability of a colleague before completing this. Cllr Tierney offered his assistance and would liaise with Cllr Keeling to get this job completed. Cllr Tierney was thanked for his support.
5d. Unfortunately, Cllr Lawrence was unable to attend the local OVW area meeting at County Hall on 27th March. Once the minutes were received the clerk would circulate them to all.
5e. The clerk advised that our new website set up had been completed. Cllr Carter featured it on the shared screen,and everybody agreed that it was impressive, and suited our purpose completely. Some of the councillor contact details were not yet received including photographs. All councillors agreed to have their personal mobile telephone numbers featured on the contact page.
5f. There was no further news regarding DARC, and surprisingly we had still not received any contact from the group of objectors. It was agreed that we monitor the situation monthly, until we receive details of a planning application.
5g. Cllr Keeling advised that the situation regarding the Newgale road development was at the early pre-application stage, and he would keep us informed of any developments. PCC and Atkins are the applicants, and there is also an objection group, with the majority of the local people in the Brawdy, Roch and Solva areas also against the proposal. It was agreed in principle that if an approach for financial assistance was received from the objection group, we would consider it. Cllr Tierney suggested that the group should approach all the local community councils involved for financial support. Cllr Carter was asked to speak as a local business owner. He agreed that the majority of the local residents were against the proposed new road. The estimated cost was between £40 & £45 million, and he stated that this money could be spent much better elsewhere. To maintain the position of the existing road and pebble beach, including ongoing maintenance, the cost would be a fraction of the above figures. The clerk was asked to contact Cllr Rhys Sinnott from PCC, and invite him to attend our next meeting to speak on this matter.
Correspondence.
Pembs County Council.
6. Notification of approval of Planning Application.Ref No 24/0987/PA. Conversion of existing double garage to create residential annexe for occupation by family member at 9 Bryn Golau Trefgarn Owen Haverfordwest.
7. Notification of approval of Planning Application. Ref No. 24/0938/PA. Timber Conservatory at Great Hook Llandeloy Haverfordwest.
8. Notification of refusal of Planning Application. Ref No.24/0949/PA. Demolition of bowling alley at Cawdor Barracks Brawdy Haverfordwest.
9. Planning Application Consultation. Ref No. 24/1145/PA. Variation of condition 2 re conversion of 2 outbuildings at White Owl Barn Llandeloy Haverfordwest. This application was viewed on the shared screen, and Cllr Carter explained the situation regarding the reasons for the variation of the application. After a short discussion it was proposed by Cllr Carter and seconded by Cllr Jones that we support this case. This was unanimously agreed, and the clerk would reply to PCC accordingly.
10. Notification received that the PCC Electoral department had relocated back to County Hall from Thornton in Milford Haven.
11. County Councillors' monthly update. Since our last meeting the full council had met to complete the annual budget. Cty Cllr advised that an increase of 9.3% in the council tax had been agreed.
He also advised that the figure for second home premium had been reduced from 200% to 150%, and the empty home premium set at 300%. He also advised that the airport in Haverfordwest was now under private control for 10 years, with a review after 5 years. This would mean that there was no longer any cost to PCC going forward. He also advised that during a meeting of the services and scrutiny committee a review of the waste services commenced. Most of the Refuse lorries were coming to the end of their term, and a discussion as to whether they should be replaced with electric vehicles was to be considered, as opposed to diesel vehicles. He also advised that the enforcement officers were to issue a 5 minute warning to dog owners for dogs that were on local beaches that had restrictions, before imposing the fixed penalty if the dog was not removed. 70,% of fines imposed are not to locals, with the main problem possibly being dog owners did not understand the restrictions.
Cllr Jones asked the question as to the new housing estate in Haverfordwest, and was there any truth in the rumour that some of the properties were being offered to families from outside of the county, with PCC getting remuneration. Cllr Carter did not believe this to be true, and offered to investigate this, and report back as soon as possible. He advised that there is a large waiting list for housing, with applicants placed in one of three bands, gold, silver and bronze, depending on priority.
Other Correspondence.
12. The training dates and subjects from OVW from April to June had been forwarded to councillors prior to the meeting.
13. The clerk advised that the final Senedd review of the boundary commission report for 2026 had been completed.
14. Details of the Social Care job fayre at the Pembs Archives Centre on 27/3/25 had been forwarded to councillors prior to the meeting, and added to our community information page.
Report of Responsible Finance Officer.
15. The clerk advised of up-to-date bank account balances as at 7/4/25 as: Current Account £48.17, Deposit Account £985.54, Election Account £ 4147.17.
16. The monthly bank statement had been forwarded to councillors prior to the meeting, and was featured on the shared screen. This confirmed the above balances.
17. The clerks' salary for the month of March was for the standard 16 hours only, and featured on the statement.
18. The clerk advised that the Wales Audit Office had issued a qualified report for our full audit for 2023/24. This involved a couple of queries regarding our budgeting process, which should be considered next year.  The audit notice including the option to view would be included on our website shortly. The paperwork for the 2024/25 audit had also been received, and the clerk would commence its completion shortly.
19. The clerk advised that the end of year figures was roughly comparable with the last financial year.
20. The clerk had submitted a claim for reimbursement of expenses, which was to be included in our 24/25 financial year amounting to £49.17. The payment of this had been proposed and seconded prior to the meeting, and featured on the bank statement. This payment was ratified at this meeting.
The date time and venue for our next monthly meeting was set for Monday 28th April, remotely at 7.30 pm.
It was also agreed that we hold our AGM at Solva Memorial Hall during May.
The Chairman closed the meeting at 8.48 pm.

