BRAWDY COMMUNITY COUNCIL.
Minutes of combined June & July monthly meetings of Brawdy Community Council held remotely on Tuesday July 15th 2025.
2025/48.
1. Present. Cllr Mrs A Loch, Cllr W Lawrence, Cllr D E Jones, Cllr M. Carter, Cllr P Keeling, Cllr J Tierney and Sean O'Connor Clerk.
(Cllr Tierney was not present at the start of the meeting).
As Cllr Tierney was not yet present, the Chairman decided to deal with item 6 on the agenda first.
6. PCC.Planning Application Consultation. Ref No. 25/0217/PA. Conversion of outbuilding to create one full time residential unit and erection of ancillary garage at The Nook Mathry Haverfordwest.
Cllr Carter shared the application on the joint screen, and Cllr Loch described the work to be undertaken, as she had visited the site. The case was viewed and discussed, and it was generally agreed that there was nothing contentious at all. It was proposed by Cllr Keeling and seconded by Cllr Lawrence that we support the application, and this was unanimously agreed. The clerk would respond to PCC accordingly.
(Cllr Tierney joined the meeting)
2. Apologies. None.
3. The clerk confirmed that the minutes of the May 2025 meeting and the 2025 AGM had both been properly proposed and seconded and added to the BCC website.
4. Declarations of Interest.
Cllr Tierney declared a personal interest in item 6.
Cllr Carter advised that he would not speak as a local councillor on item 5d, and only as a local business owner, when he was invited to do so, by the Chairman.
Cllr Keeling declared a personal interest in item 5d.
5. Matters arising from the minutes of the May 2025 meeting.
5a. Cllr Loch advised there was no further news from Sean Tilling at PCC regarding the local footpaths and bridleways. She would consider contacting him, and inviting him to one of our meetings.
5b. Cllr Tierney advised that he has visited the bus shelter at Trefgarn Owen, and has the windows ready to install. He will attend to this shortly, and it was agreed that any expenses incurred would be reimbursed.
5c. There was no news or movement regarding DARC.
5d. Cllr Keeling reported that a very fruitful joint meeting had taken place at Solva, regarding the Newgale Road Development Scheme. BCC was well represented, and Cllr Loch took some notes, which the clerk will forward on to all councillors. It was unanimously agreed that the meeting was very positive, with the feeling being strongly in favour of their road project not proceeding. It was agreed that the applicants were not considering the views of the majority of the local residents, who could be affected. A survey conducted by Solva CC on the matter had over 400 responses, with only 8 (eight) in favour of the project proceeding in its proposed form. Cllr Keeling would keep a close eye on developments, and update councillors accordingly.
5e. The Hywel DDA Clinical services plan consultation was coming to an end, with a local meeting having taken place in Haverfordwest in 27/6, and the last one due on 17/7 in Llandovery. Once all the information and responses are gathered a report will be issued later in the year.
5f. The clerk confirmed that the annual allowance and expenses payments due to community councillors, had been paid, as agreed in our May meeting.
Correspondence.
Pembs County Council.
6. (As above)
7. Notification of refusal of Planning Application. Ref No 25/0217/PA. Relocation of existing farm diversification business into existing agricultural building at Castle Villa Farm. We had recently supported this application, and some councillors were surprised to see that it had been refused. It was explained that the application was not deemed to be a justifiable reason, and it was not in line with the current Local Development Plan.
8. Unfortunately, nobody was able to attend the code of conduct training meeting. The clerk had been sent details of the meeting, which will be sent on to councillors.
9. The clerk had forwarded a Rural Infrastructure Research survey to the Chairman, to complete on behalf of BCC. She confirmed that this had been completed, but much of it was not applicable to our area.
10. County councillors monthly report.
Cty Cllr Carter advised that there was to be a full council meeting on Thursday 17th July. Among topics for discussion were LDP2, possible closure or amalgamation of schools, and new concerns raised by NRW, regarding water quality, which was holding up some planning applications.
He would update us on these matters at the next meeting.
Another matter raised was the situation of horse fouling on public roads. Although there is a distinction between fouling in the open countryside, and fouling in a public place, the law states that the horse rider/owner does not have to clean up after them. It was generally felt that, if possible, it would be common courtesy to return to the scene and clean up.
Cllr Carter also advised of an incident at the AFC clubhouse at Solva, where a young lad, had been arrested following damaged caused, where he had broken in and smashed the place up with a sledge-hammer.
Pembs Coast National Park.
11. Planning Application Consultation. Ref. No. NP/25/0316/FUL. Amendments to studio annexe/office to allow hybrid use of linked holiday unit at Ponderosa Newgale Hill Newgale Haverfordwest. Cllr Carter featured the plans and drawings on the shared screen, and after a discussion there was some confusion on exactly what the applicants were actually applying to do. It was agreed that we delay our response by 24 hours, as Cllr Carter offered to try and clarify this information. As we had applied for an extension in time, to respond, the clerk would advise PCNP accordingly. Cllr Carter would contact councillors once clarity was obtained. Following the meeting Cllr Carter had spoken to the agent, and this application is to regularize a situation of previous built structures, with a little building work to be undertaken. Bearing this in mind, Cllr Carter proposed that we support this application, and this was seconded by Cllr Keeling. This was agreed by other councillors, and the clerk would reply to PCNP and support this case.
12. Notification of withdrawal of Planning Application by the applicant. Ref No. NP/0257/FUL. Replacement dwelling together with change of use of land to domestic curtilage at Bella Vista Newgale Haverfordwest. (Received and filed).
Other Correspondence.
13. Avia Bird-Flu outbreak in Roch. Details of this incident at an Alpaca farm in Roch had been sent to councillors prior to the meeting. Cllr Tierney confirmed that he had added the information to our community information board. A 3 km restriction zone had been put in place.
14. The clerk had forwarded details of the training dates and subjects (June to September) prior to the meeting.
15. Details of the annual National OVW conference had been forwarded to councillors prior to the meeting.
16. Nobody was able to attend the most recent area OVW meeting. The clerk had received a letter of concern regarding non- attendance, which included a suggestion that we nominate a representative to regularly attend to encourage continuity.This would not be binding, and they were happy for a deputy to attend if our appointed councillor was unable to do so. It was suggested that we discuss this further at our next meeting, and even consider attending on a rota basis. The clerk would try and obtain the dates and venues for their meetings and report back to our next meeting.
Report of Responsible Finance Officer.
17. The clerk reported up to date bank account balances as at 14/7/25 as: Current Account £ 92.22, Deposit Account £184.04, Election Account £ 4158.58.
18. The monthly bank statement had been forwarded to councillors prior to the meeting and confirmed the above balances.
19. The clerks' salary and income tax payments for June were for the standard 16 hours only, and appeared on the monthly bank statement.
20. The payments to our accountants for completion of the internal audit, and the monthly payroll, had been made since the last meeting. These payments had been properly proposed and seconded, and were ratified at the meeting. These payments also appeared on the bank statement.
21.The payment for the hire of the Memorial Hall in Solva for our AGM and meeting in May had been made, as agreed, and was included on the statement.
22. The clerk submitted a claim for additional hours worked in completion of our annual audit, and two visits to the accountant in May and June. This was for 5 additional hours. Payment of this was proposed by Cllr Keeling and seconded by Cllr Jones.
The clerk would advise the accountant accordingly, and include it in the July monthly pay.
23.An invoice was received for our first full annual audit for 2023/24, from the Wales Audit Office.
This was significantly more than the fee for our basic audits, and amounted to £505.  It was agreed that we have no choice other than to pay this, so it was proposed by Cllr Carter and seconded by Cllr Keeling that this be paid.
24. It was agreed that we transfer sufficient funds from our Election Account to cover the payments agreed at this meeting. Once our precept payment is received in August, this transfer can be reversed.
24. At the discretion of the Chairman. It had been brought to the attention of some councillors that a motor rally had taken place at the Brawdy Camp on Sunday July 6th. This had started before 8am in the morning, and was at times, a very noisy event, and was heard by many of the locals.The clerk confirmed that we had not received any prior notification. It was agreed that the clerk write to the commanding officer at the camp, asking that we be consulted in future, as a matter of courtesy, bearing in mind the time of day and the potential noise.
Cllr Jones asked as to the availablity if the BCC high- viz jackets for volunteers.
Cllr Carter advised that he would advertise the availability of these jackets on our community information page, to encourage other local people to take part.
It was agreed that we do not need to meet again in July, and this meeting be classed as a joint meeting (June/July).
 It was provisionally agreed that that the next meeting be set for Monday 1st September, remotely at 7.30 pm.
The Chairman closed the meeting at 9.05 pm.

