BRAWDY COMMUNITY COUNCIL.
Minutes of the meeting of Brawdy Community Council (January 2025) held remotely on Monday 3rd February 2025.

2025/43

1. Present. Cllr Mrs A Loch, Cllr W Lawrence, Cllr D E Jones, Cllr M Carter, Cllr J Tierney, Cllr P Keeling, Sean O'Connor Clerk and Mr Myrfin Marks guest.
2. No apologies.
3. The clerk confirmed that the minutes of the November 2024 meeting had been properly proposed and seconded and added to the BCC website.
4. Declarations of Interest. Cllr Carter declared an interest in item 22, both as a resident and a local business owner. Cllr Keeling also declared an interest as a resident.
5. Matters arising from the minutes of the November 24 meeting.
5a. Cllr Loch advised that she had heard nothing from Sean Tilling at County Hall regarding the local footpaths and bridleways. She offered to chase him again.
5b. Cllr Tierney agreed to complete the treatment to the local benches once the weather improved.
5c. Cllr Keeling had now arranged for help to complete the fitting of the windows at Trefgarn Owen bus shelter, and he advised that the job would be completed soon.
5d. Thanks was given to Cllr Keeling following the last meeting, as he had provided the measurements of the runway at Brawdy, after the discussion on the Deep Space Radar scheme was discussed.
5e. Cllr Carter provided details of the meeting at County Hall on 2/12/24, when the future of the waste and recycling centre at St Davids was agreed. The proposal to keep St Davids open, with all other centres taking a one day per week cut was agreed. Cllr Carter was thanked for his input in this matter.
5f. Cllr Loch confirmed that she had attended the OVW area meeting in January. She confirmed that councillors Tierney and Keeling were our representative members of the local peninsular group. She also advised that the review had taken place regarding the number of community and town councillors going forward. Cllr Carter confirmed that there was to be an overall reduction of 78, although we were not affected. The next meeting was scheduled for March.
5g. The clerk confirmed that his new contract of employment, which was agreed at the November meeting, had been duly signed and returned by the chairman.
5h. The clerk advised that despite his request for assistance and guidance, nothing had been received from the Wales Audit Office regarding the completion of our annual Audit.
CORRESPONDENCE.
PEMBS COUNTY COUNCIL.
6. Notification of approval of Planning Application Ref No 24/0747/PA. Retention of existing agricultural building at Castle Villa Hayscastle Haverfordwest. Received and filed.
7. Notification of approval of Planning Application Ref No 24/0447/PA. Alterations and extensions at Ganwydd OR Hendre Llandeloy Haverfordwest. Received and filed.
8. Notification of refusal of planning permission. Ref No 24/0645/PA. Change of use of first floor space above garage from residential to short term holiday let at Lackerlee Penycwm Haverfordwest. Received and filed.
9. County Councillors' monthly update.
City Cllr Carter reported that the annual budget is the biggest issue at present, and is discussed regularly. Initial thoughts are of an increase of between,9% and 12%, with a likely reduction in services also.
He would keep everybody informed, but would not want to support a double figure increase. As Chair of the scrutiny committee, he has been asked to conduct a full review of the refuse and waste and recycling. This would be ongoing over the next couple of months. He also advised that during March there was to be a review of the local airport management, which has been losing money over the last year. He also advised that the council leader was attending a meeting of Solva CC on Feb 4th, when the matter of the Solva housing project was to be discussed.

PEMBS COAST NATIONAL PARK.
10. Notification of non-immediate effect of direction of use of land for caravans and camping. Details of this had been forwarded to councillors prior to the meeting. It was explained that this would see the removal of the 28-day rule for camping and caravaning. In future applicants must apply for planning for the 28-day rule. This will come into effect in 2026.

OTHER CORRESPONDENCE.
11. Mr Myrfin Marks a resident of Treffynnon had contacted the clerk prior to the meeting, and was invited to attend. He requested that a salt/grit bin be installed in the village of Treffynnon, as during the recent cold weather some residents had encountered problems in an area close to the council houses, on a hill close to a junction in the village. Mr Marks had contacted PCC, who had referred him to us. After a short discussion the clerk was instructed to contact the Street - care section at County Hall to find out the cost of purchase and installation of a full bin (300litres) in the village.
The clerk would refer back to councillors once these details are known. Mr Marks thanked councillors for their assistance and left the meeting. The clerk would keep him informed of developments.
12. The clerk advised that PCC were withdrawing their Pembstcc website with effect from 31/3/25.
They were encouraging councils to arrange their own replacement, and had offered some alternatives with a range of prices for the conversion, and with ongoing monthly costs.
Cllr Carter advised that a neighbouring council had recently undertaken this task, and seemed to be considerably cheaper than the quotes the clerk had received. He featured the details of the website on the shared screen, and everyone agreed that it was impressive, and more than adequately met our needs. After a short discussion it was unanimously agreed that Cllr Carter refer back to them and obtain an actual quote. He would refer back to the clerk, who would contact councillors for agreement to proceed if everything was acceptable. 
13. The clerk confirmed that the details of the training from OVW for Feb & March had been forwarded to councillors prior to the meeting.
14. Country Cars in Pembrokeshire. Details of this venture had been forwarded to councillors prior to the meeting. Cllr Tierney confirmed that the details had already been added to our community information page.
15. Evidence based Policing conference (4/3/25).
The clerk was asked to obtain more information on this event, and forwarded it to councillors.
16. The clerk had received details of the planned surgeries for our AM Paul Davies for 2025. It was suggested that these be posted to councillors for insertion in the village notice boards.
17. Details of the proposed changes to some local bus routes had been forwarded to councillors prior to the meeting.
18. Street lighting in Newgale. Cllr Carter reported this matter to PCC and then to National Grid, which was long outstanding, and saw the village in darkness. Cllr Keeling confirmed this issue as a local affected resident. Cllr Carter agreed to chase the matter up again, and would forward the details to Cllr Keeling who would also respond.
19. Buckingham Palace Garden Parties. The clerk advised that OVW had requested a nomination from councils for a representative to be entered in a draw, to attend a Garden Party in May 2025. Cllr Keeling was nominated and the clerk would send his contact details to OVW for inclusion in the draw.
20. A request had been received from the Brawdy and Hayscastle YFC for a donation towards their upcoming anniversary. It was discussed and unanimously agreed that we support this local group with a donation of £75.
21. Future Zoom meetings.
Since the pandemic, when remote meetings replaced our face-to-face meetings, the cost of our monthly remote meetings at £11.99 per month, via Zoom, had been met by Cllr Carter. This was discussed, and unanimously agreed that in future the community council should pay for this. Cllr Carter advised that the renewal was in September, and he was happy to pay until then. Cllr Keeling offered to check on the cost of "Teams" as an alternative. It was agreed that this be changed once the renewal offer was received.
22. Future Road improvement at Newgale.
Both Cllr Carter and Cllr Keeling declared a personal interest in this matter. During a recent meeting at Roch, which was attended by representatives of PCC, and Atkins, the alternative road possibilities was discussed. Mr Carter attended the meeting and spoke as a resident and local business owner. The options were outlined including the proposed new road, with a slight alteration, with a larger bridge at Brandy Brook. If this new road was to be constructed, the plans would be submitted at the end of 2025, with building to commence at the end of 2026, which would be completed in approximately 2 years. Once complete the  existing road across the seafront would be ripped up immediately. The project is likely to cost £40 million plus. Mr Carter advised that, commenting as a local business owner, he would be against the proposal. Mr Keeling advised that the majority of the local residents were also against this project.
23. Cllr Keeling volunteered to attend the OVW AGM on 11/3/25. The clerk would forward his contact details to OVW.

REPORT OF RESPONSIBLE FINANCE OFFICER.
24. The clerk reported up to date bank account balances as at 3/2/2025 as: Current Account £55.65, Deposit Account £ 1947.09, Election Account £ 4140.36.
25. The clerk had forwarded the monthly bank statement to councillors prior to the meeting. This was viewed on the shared screen and confirmed the above balances.
26. The clerk confirmed that the outstanding payment to OVW of £78, for training earlier in the year had been paid. This payment was endorsed at the meeting.
27. The clerks' salary and income tax payments for December and January had been paid via our accountants, and featured on the monthly bank statement.
28. The clerk confirmed receipt of our last precept payment for 24/25 of £1974.
29. The clerk confirmed that our annual precept request for 2025/26 had been submitted to county hall.
30.The clerk confirmed that all of the Donations agreed at the November meeting had been paid.
31. It was agreed to transfer £100 between our accounts to cover the payments agreed at this meeting.
32. It was agreed to feature the defibrillator project on the agenda for our next meeting.
33. The date time and venue for the next meeting was set for Wednesday March 5th remotely at 7.30 pm.
The Chairman closed the meeting at 9.10 pm.

